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Helliwell and Smith - Blue Sky Architecture has used wood both as 
structural and finishing material in a practice that has developed over 38 
years. The firm has embraced wood as a natural building material that 
connects buildings to the surrounding landscape. Both Kimberley Smith 
and Bo Helliwell have developed an organic approach to west coast 
modern design, blending site-specific organic forms with open flowing 
spaces, created from wood frame structures and surface treatments.

The firm has used wood and timber construction to meet the challenges 
involved in creating beautiful and economical structures in remote 
locations. The challenges of location and difficult terrain necessitate the 
use of materials that can be shipped, handled and erected by available 
technology. Wood construction meets these needs. 

Experimentation with exposed timber frame structures, with new wood 
products as well as with traditional wood products has allowed the firm 

to develop an architecture that is expressive, economical and lasting. 
The environmental sustainability of wood building materials, as well as 
the beauty of living with wood has meant that Blue Sky Architecture’s 
buildings encourage a sympathetic, responsible and stimulating 
approach to the environment.

Blue Sky Architecture’s work has consistently evolved in building with 
wood for almost forty years. Their award-winning work has been widely 
published and exhibited locally and internationally. A second monograph 
on the work of Blue Sky Architecture is being published in January 2013. 
It will be distributed throughout the world. This international focus on 
wood architecture has helped promote a widespread appreciation of 
wood as a building material. Above all, the beauty and versatility of 
wood construction is celebrated in the buildings of Blue Sky Architecture.
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