BACKGROUNDER
Poll #1 -  Methodology
 

This McAllister poll is based on a national random digit dial telephone survey of 1,000 Canadians aged 18 and over.  The survey was fielded in English and French  from the 5th October, 2008 to the 8th October, 2008 inclusive.  

Weighting algorithms are calculated according to the latest Statistics Canada census data by CMA, region, gender and age.   The sample has been weighted conservatively down to 1,000 from 1,016.  A random sample of 1,000 Canadians yields a margin of error of ±3.1%, 19 times out of 20.
Question Wording 

 

Q1. Generally speaking, please say if are you SATISFIED or DISSATISFIED with the current efforts of Canada's federal government in the following areas…?  

[READ AND ROTATE]

 

	ALL VOTERS
	Satisfied
	[VOLUNTEERED] Neutral/Unsure
	Dissatisfied

	Providing fair & honest government
	43
	16
	42

	The economy
	40
	12
	48

	Issues affecting your province
	38
	15
	47

	Crime & justice
	37
	13
	50

	Public health care
	37
	11
	52

	The Environment
	31
	14
	55

	War in Afghanistan
	27
	12
	61


 

Q2. And how concerned are you that the financial crisis now happening in the United States, might affect your own PERSONAL financial situation here in Canada?

	n=895 (ALL VOTERS)
	%

	Top 2
	78

	Very concerned
	41

	Somewhat concerned
	37

	Not very concerned
	12

	Not at all concerned
	8

	Bottom 2
	20

	[VOLUNTEERED] Already affected
	*

	[VOLUNTEERED] DK/NA
	2


Q3. Some people are saying that Canada should follow the lead of European countries that have CUT income taxes and INCREASED taxes on pollution.  In these countries, people and companies that pollute MORE, pay MORE tax.  Those who pollute LESS, pay LESS tax.

Have you heard of this approach before?

	 
	%

	Yes
	60

	No
	37

	[VOL.] Possibly
	1

	[VOL.] Unsure/DK/NA
	1


 

Q4. This approach of CUTTING income taxes and INCREASING taxes on pollution is called a TAX SHIFT.  Given what you've heard so far, does a tax shift generally sound like a GOOD idea, or a BAD idea?


	 
	%

	A good idea
	66

	A bad idea
	19

	[VOL. Neutral]
	4

	[VOL.] Don't know enough to say
	8

	[VOL. DK/NA]
	2


 

Poll #2 -  Methodology

The questions below are from a McAllister poll based on a national random digit dial telephone survey of 1,950 Canadians aged 18 and over.  Weighting algorithms are calculated according to the latest census data by CMA, region, gender and age. The sample is weighted down conservatively to 1,500 to account for oversampling. The survey was fielded in English and French  using comprehensive field call-backs to increase completions between August 26th to September 24th, 2008. A random sample of 1500 would yield would a margin of error of ±2.5% 19 times out of 20.  

Question Wording 
Q1. And now I would like to know, in your opinion, what is the most important problem facing Canada today?  UNAIDED.   SINGLE REPONSE.
	TOP OF MIND ISSUE
	%

	Economy / jobs
	27

	Environment / pollution
	19

	Health care
	11

	Governance issues
	6

	Gas prices
	5

	Social issues/poverty
	4

	War in Afghanistan
	4

	Crime
	3

	Taxes
	2

	Education
	1

	Moral issues
	1

	Immigration / racial issues
	1

	Energy issues
	1

	National unity / Quebec
	1

	US relations
	1

	Terrorism / national security
	1

	Food safety
	1

	Afghanistan War/ Conflict
	1

	Other
	3

	DK/NA [vol]
	7


Q2. Please tell me whether you would FAVOUR or OPPOSE the following approaches as ways for Canadian governments to combat global warming. 
	n=1488
	Top 

2
	Strongly favour
	Some-what favour
	Some-what oppose
	Strongly oppose
	Bot.

2
	DK/NA


	Provide tax credits on clean energy sources like wind and solar power
	84
	60
	24
	5
	6
	12
	5

	Use strict laws and heavy fines to penalize companies with high fossil fuel emissions
	83
	61
	22
	7
	6
	14
	4

	A cap and trade system which cuts industry's total greenhouse gas emissions to a limit set by regulation, and then forces polluters that exceed their emissions quota to buy unused quota from other companies
	62
	34
	28
	12
	16
	28
	9

	Impose a carbon tax on GAS of 15 cents per litre to be invested in a special fund to develop new renewable energy technologies like wind, solar, and geo-thermal power
	45
	22
	23
	13
	39
	52
	3


Q3. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree.
	
	Top 

2
	Strongly agree
	Some-what agree
	Some-what disagree
	Some-what disagree
	Bot.

2
	DK/NA


	If we take NO action to prevent global warming, Canada's economy will be significantly damaged
	72
	45
	26
	13
	10
	24
	5

	If we cut back on oil and gas consumption to prevent global warming, Canada's economy will be significantly damaged
	47
	20
	27
	27
	23
	49
	4


� Volunteered answer


� Volunteered answer





